
ACLU PeKLHe PKSeN WaODEJgPKJ
½»½½ PKHEcEJg aJd PQbHEc SafePU CaJdEdaPe
QQeOPEKJJaENe � SPaPe LegEOHaPQNe

People PoZer Washington ± Police Accountabilit\ strives to bring just and equitable public safet\ to
our local communities through relationship building, education and polic\ reform. We champion
policies that divest from police and reinvest in communit\-based solutions and alternate crisis
response, decriminali]e non-serious offenses, and implement accountabilit\ and enforceable
standards for police officers and agencies. Our vision is for public safet\ in Washington to be
communit\-driven and to meet the needs of all people equitabl\.

Our group¶s Zork advocating for police accountabilit\ in our local communities has made us Zell
aZare of the important role our local government and elected officials pla\ in driving polic\ around
this issue. Appreciating the impact the Washington State Legislature has on our da\-to-da\ lives, our
hope is to empoZer voters Zith a non-partisan resource to understand hoZ to vote their values
through a lens of police reform and re-imagining of public safet\.
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ACLU People PoZer Washington ± 2022 Policing and Public Safet\ Questionnaire
People PoZer is the grassroots arm of the ACLU - Zhile Ze adhere to ACLU principles, Ze are volunteer-driven and do not Zork for or officiall\ represent
the ACLU. People PoZer activists Zork in and from their local communities to further civil rights and liberties for all.



PaUW I ± YeV/NR QXeVWLRQV

1. DR \RX VXSSRUW SURKLbLWLQJ WUaIILc VWRSV b\ aUPed OaZ eQIRUcePeQW RIILceUV IRU
ORZ-OeYeO, QRQ-PRYLQJ YLROaWLRQV VXcK aV YeKLcOe UeJLVWUaWLRQ YLROaWLRQV aQd
eTXLSPeQW IaLOXUe?

YeV X

NR

AddLWLRQaO
CRPPeQWV

● Traffic stops are one of the most common Za\s members of the general public interact Zith police. For
decades, there have been significant racial disparities in traffic stops, particularl\ for loZ-level violations,
unjustified b\ the crime-fighting value. This undermines communit\ trust, fairness, and Zastes laZ
enforcement resources.

● While there¶s a perception that traffic stops are dangerous for police, the realit\ is that the\ are far more
dangerous for those being stopped, especiall\ if the\ are people of color.

● As a result, Seattle and other jurisdictions, including Los Angeles, Philadelphia, and the State of Virginia,
have restricted or banned traffic stops for loZ-level traffic violations.

2. DR \RX VXSSRUW eVWabOLVKLQJ aQ IQdeSeQdeQW PURVecXWRU IRU caVeV RI cULPLQaO
cRQdXcW aULVLQJ IURP SROLce NLOOLQJV?

YeV X

NR

AddLWLRQaO
CRPPeQWV

● Police investigating themselves present an inherent conflict of interest. Count\ Prosecutors Zork closel\
Zith laZ enforcement and rel\ on laZ enforcement for gathering evidence, intervieZing Zitnesses, and
providing defense to laZ enforcement.

● Prosecutors, e[ercising prosecutorial discretion, often fail to file criminal charges even Zhen unarmed
citi]ens are killed at the hands of laZ enforcement.
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3. DR \RX VXSSRUW a VWaWe OaZ WKaW ZRXOd UePRYe RbVWacOeV, OLNe TXaOLILed LPPXQLW\,
ZKeQ VXLQJ SROLce RIILceUV IRU YLROaWLQJ a SeUVRQ¶V cLYLO ULJKWV?

YeV X

NR

AddLWLRQaO
CRPPeQWV

● Toda\ Zhen someone¶s constitutional rights have been violated or the\ are seriousl\ injured or killed b\
the police, victims or victims¶ families can onl\ sue police or the department under federal laZ 42 USC
1983.

● This federal laZ includes the legal principle of qualified immunit\, Zhich protects government officials
performing discretionar\ immunit\ from civil suits unless the plaintiff shoZs that the official violated
"clearl\ established statutor\ or constitutional rights of Zhich a reasonable person Zould have knoZn.́

● In essence, there are little to no consequences for Zhen laZ enforcement commits the above actions.
● State legislation could give individuals a legal remed\ under state laZ that does not currentl\ e[ist.

4. DR \RX VXSSRUW a VWaWe OaZ WKaW ZRXOd aXWKRUL]e WKe AWWRUQe\ GeQeUaO¶V (AG¶V) CLYLO
RLJKWV DLYLVLRQ WR LQYeVWLJaWe a OaZ eQIRUcePeQW deSaUWPeQW ZKeUe WKeUe aUe
SaWWeUQV RI PLVcRQdXcW?

YeV X

NR

AddLWLRQaO
CRPPeQWV

● Toda\, in order to hold a laZ enforcement department accountable for patterns and practices of
misconduct such as discriminator\ policing, the US Department of Justice is the onl\ entit\ that can
investigate the department and bring a laZsuit or consent decree to effect change.

● State legislation could authori]e the AG¶s Civil Rights Division to investigate s\stemic practices that
deprive individuals of rights protected b\ the Washington Constitution, to address the most harmful
practices in a department and ensure a minimum qualit\ of policing across Washington.
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5. DR \RX VXSSRUW VWUeQJWKeQLQJ OaZ eQIRUcePeQW accRXQWabLOLW\ b\ eVWabOLVKLQJ
VWaWeZLde SURWRcROV IRU cRPSOaLQWV, LQYeVWLJaWLRQV, dLVcLSOLQe, aQd dLVcLSOLQaU\
aSSeaOV IRU VeULRXV PLVcRQdXcW?

YeV X

NR

AddLWLRQaO
CRPPeQWV

● Holding officers accountable through termination or suspension for serious misconduct at the
department-level is important for maintaining public trust and confidence in laZ enforcement.

● Currentl\, procedures for administrative accountabilit\ are determined separatel\ for each police department
or sheriff¶s office across the state resulting in inconsistencies and lack of public trust.

6. DR \RX VXSSRUW eQdLQJ ORQJ WeUP VROLWaU\ cRQILQePeQW?

YeV X

NR

AddLWLRQaO
CRPPeQWV

● The UN Mandela Rules define long term solitar\ confinement as torture.
● Human beings have a basic biological need to establish and maintain contact Zith others. The deprivation of

human contact causes severe ps\chological consequences including depression, an[iet\, paranoia, PTSD,
ps\chosis, self-harm and even suicide, Zhich interfere Zith rehabilitation of incarcerated people.

● The use of solitar\ confinement does not reduce violence or staff assaults in prisons.
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PaUW II ± FUee ReVSRQVe QXeVWLRQV

What is \our idea of public safet\? What are tangible Za\s to measure progress toZard this goal?

Ever\one deserves to be safe in their communit\, neighborhood, and home. Unfortunatel\,
s\stemic racism and police violence have made this unattainable for man\ families and people of
color. This is a big concern for the communit\ in the 29th Zhere most residents are BIPOC. Mann\
Ellis Zas killed in the heart of the 29th. Unfortunatel\, his stor\ is not an uncommon one in this
communit\.

People in the 29th Zant to knoZ that the\ have someone to call Zhen the\ feel unsafe, but the\
also Zant to be safe from potential police violence. In addition to being ph\sicall\ safe, our
communities deserve the securit\ of stable housing, food, and healthcare. Our progress toZard
public safet\ can be measured b\ hoZ man\ people in our communit\ are safe according to all
these measures, not onl\ police intervention.

What Zould \ou do, as a state legislator, to further \our idea of public safet\?

Communit\ safet\ is a three legged stool that includes public safet\ (the s\stems component),
services (mental and behavioral health), and stabili]ation (housing and Za\s to address
affordabilit\ to keep people stabili]ed).  LaZ enforcement pla\s a critical role in public safet\ but
Ze also need to strengthen the other components.

I Zas proud to join demonstrations demanding greater accountabilit\ for laZ enforcement in 2020.
I support the strides made b\ the state legislature in 2021 regarding police accountabilit\. We must
hold the line on supporting de-escalation and creating accountabilit\ for e[cessive use of force. But
Ze need more than that. We need huge investments in the Zellbeing of our communities. When
elected, I Zill be a champion for investments in social services and policies that support affordable
housing.

Are there police reform/accountabilit\ measures that are not addressed here that \ou think Zould
be productive to pursue?

I strongl\ support all of the measures outlined in this questionnaire and am committed to fighting
for them. I also Zant to share m\ platform Zith black leaders to spotlight issues and ensure that
our solutions are inclusive and productive. I Zill be responsive to ideas from marginali]ed
communities and organi]ations like the ACLU.
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I aIILUP WKaW aOO WKe LQIRUPaWLRQ SURYLded LQ UeVSRQVe WR WKLV TXeVWLRQQaLUe LV WUXe,
cRPSOeWe, aQd cRUUecW WR WKe beVW RI P\ abLOLW\, aQd WKaW QR UeOeYaQW PaWWeU KaV beeQ
RPLWWed.

Signature ShaƕƩƈtƗͯMƢƫa
Date: 6/21/22

Printed Name Sharlett Mena
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